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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 

has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 4, 201 1 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

The amendment to the claims filed on April 4, 201 1 does not comply with the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.121(c) because the status identifier for claim 1 is incorrect. 

Claim 1 is identified as being "previously presented" when in fact it should be identified 
as "currently amended." 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) because they fail to show the 
"distorted S-shaped" configuration described in line 13 of paragraph 0017 of the specification. 

Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed 
invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of 
the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
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"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from 
the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. 

There is no clear antecedent basis for the limitation added to claim 1 for a central portion 
of each of the rubber lugs is disposed to "correspond" to the stepped portion of the track. 

As described in paragraph 0017 of Applicant's specification as originally filed, the lugs 
15 include a distorted H-shaped (line 13 of the paragraph incorrectly calls this an S-shape; but 
line 8 describes the H-shape and figure 2 shows an H-shaped lug) configuration, with a cross- 
linking portion 15a formed at the center of each lug (connecting the two sides of the H). This 
paragraph goes on to describe the cross-hnking portion 15a as corresponding to the stepped 
portion 16. 
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Therefore, the specification does not provide support for "a central portion of the rubber 
lugs" corresponding to the stepped portion. 

See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). 



Claim Objections 
Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The phrase beginning in line 2 with "wherein" and ending in line 3 with "elastic body" 
should be deleted as being redundant because this limitation has been added to claim 1 in the 
amendment filed April 4, 201 1. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Komatsu '955 in view of JP 03-19785. 

Komatsu '955 (JP 2002-127955) discloses a coreless rubber crawler track assembly 
having a plurality of longitudinal cord rows 5; rubber projections 3 on the inner surface of the 
track; rubber lugs 4 on outer surface of the track; and a roller 10 which straddles the projections 



3 and contacts the inner surface of the track. The roller 10 may be provided with areas of 
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reduced diameter 15, 15a, 15b as shown in figures 1-3 which reduce the contact area of the outer 
peripheral surface of the roller where the roller contacts the track. The endless crawler track 
does not include stepped portions or upper and lower stage surfaces. 

Japanese Published Utility Model Application 03-19785 (hereafter JP 03-19785) teaches 
an endless crawler track assembly having projections 5 on its inner surface and a roller 6 which 
straddles the projections. The endless track further includes raised or stepped portions on its 
inner surface on either side of the projections. The raised portions (unlabelled, but clearly visible 
in figures 2, 3, 4, and 6) form an upper stage surface on which a reduced contact (6a in figure 4) 
of the roller rests. A portion 17 of the roller overlies a lower stage surface of the track, and a 
step is disposed between the upper and lower stage surfaces. As shown in figures 2 and 4, a 
central portion of each of the rubber lugs on the bottom or outer surface of the track corresponds 
to stepped or raised portions. As shown in figure 4 approximately 50% of the outer periphery of 
the roller contacts the inner surface of the track. 

From this teaching it would have been obvious to modify the endless track of Komatsu 
'955 to have a stepped portion corresponding to a central portion of the traction lugs and 
separating the inner surface of the track into an upper stage surface and a lower stage surface 
such that the roller had a reduced contact area with the inner surface of the track, and the roller 
had a portion which would overlie the lower stage surface. This would perform the same 
function as in the Komatsu track by substituting a stepped track for a stepped roller, and would 
be useful in tracks which have a thickened central region. The lower stage surface would also 
make the outer sides of the track more flexible and thus better able to absorb deflection from 
rocks or other obstacles. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7 and 1 1 are allowable over the art of record. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed April 4, 201 1 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The arguments have been considered, but the references still meet the limitations of the 
amended claims as set forth above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Russell D. Stormer whose telephone number is (571) 272-6687. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available tiirough Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Russell D. Stormer/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3617 



